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14:00 – 14:30  
Introduction and interest

14:30 – 14:50
What influences urban development?

14:50 – 15:30 
A short introduction to urban planning

15:30 – 15:40
Break

15:30 – 16:00 
Who owns the city?

16:15 – 16:30  
Mapping – Who owns your neigbourhood?

16:30 – 17:00 
Where to look?

Athens, Berlin, Leipzig – Who owns the city?
A Critical Mapping Workshop



What influences urban development?



source: http://www.gunter-rambow.com/index2.html

Must it stay that way?
Gunter Rambow

*1938, German graphic designer



Property Developer 
The property developer thinks only in large 
numbers, builds series of housing units 
for hundreds of residents. Result: uniform, 
interchangeable housing estates from 
Flensburg to Berchtesgaden. 
Must it stay that way?



Architect
The architect is not given clear, well thought-
out tasks. Since the personally responsible 
client is becoming increasingly rare, he has 
to take over part of his role. He must plan 
for his fellow human beings without actually 
knowing them. Numerous institutions have a 
say. Although he is partly responsible for the 
mistakes of the recent past, the responsibility 
attributed to him is disproportionate to his 
actual influence. Must it stay that way?



Human Scientist
The human scientist, e.g. physician, 
psychologist, sociologist, is the caller in the 
desert. What he demands e.g. for children and 
social fringe groups costs too much for the 
one, is unrealistic for the other, is not wanted 
here, violates an important regulation there. 
Must it stay that way?



Traffic Planner
The traffic planner thinks in terms of lanes, 
speeds, extension stages, yet he has reached 
dead ends. He thinks too little about the 
people, as if they were only disruptive factors 
for him, even though the city should belong 
above all to pedestrians. 
Must it stay that way?



Speculator
The speculator buys up, expels tenants, 
destroys houses and districts. He builds for 
money, not for use. He uses the aimlessness of 
politics and administration for his goal: profit. 
He is a dangerous destroyer of cities. 
Must it stay that way?



Local Politician
The local politician often have to make 
judgements about problems that overwhelm 
them and whose solution they can hardly 
influence. He lacks time and information. He 
thinks about the next election. He decides 
under „factual constraints“ without really 
deciding. Must it stay that way?



Urban Planner
The urban planner is in the desperate situation 
of having to please everyone, but can hardly 
move in a web of laws, guidelines and 
constraints. He takes refuge in plans that are 
as invulnerable as possible and do not allow 
any alternatives. Such perfect planning leaves 
no room for human beings. 
Must it stay that way?



Financier
The financier only wants to make money by 
building. Architecture is only a product for 
him. He has not learned that the goal is not his 
greatest profit, but proper forms of living for all, 
the humane city. Must it stay that way?



User
The user has become a statistical number. He 
is being assigned cities, quarters, apartments, 
he cannot really choose because the price 
dictates. Others decide about his needs and 
wishes. Must it stay that way?



Journalist
The journalist is supposed to inform the public 
about plannings, but he usually gets to know 
too little, the little often too late. He is allowed 
to shed light on problems that can only rarely 
be changed. Up-to-date pressure and „reading 
expectation“ prevent substantiated reports 
about plannings, their consequences and 
about good architecture examples. 
Must it stay that way?



Builder
The builder (building owner) as an individual 
hardly ever occurs. Instead, committees - with 
temporary responsibility - evade the task of 
being the architect‘s partner. The substitute 
builder, the building manager, „organizes“ as 
not directly interested in the task planning and 
building execution, until there can be no more 
talk of quality of planning. 
Must this stay that way?



A short introduction to urban planning



Georges-Eugène Haussmann
Renovation of Paris
1853 - 1870











Hochrecht-Plan
Land-use plan for Berlin
1862









source: 
https://iiif.lib.harvard.edu/manifests/drs:4137257

Harvard University - Collection Development Department, Widener Library, HCL / Riis, Jacob A. How the other half lives :studies among the tenements of New
York. New York : Charles Scribner's Sons, 1897.

How the Other Half Lives
Jacob August Riis (1849-1914) 

Dutch-American journalist and 
photografer
pioneer of social documentary 
photography













Ville Contemporaine and Plan Voisin by Le Corbusier
1922, 1925







Congrès International d‘Architecture Moderne (CIAM) 
Athens Charta 
1933













Who owns the city?



source: Simon, David / Burns, Ed (Writer) / Bianchi, Ed (Director) (2004). Time After Time [Episode]. In: 
Simon, David / Colesberry, Robert F. / Kostroff Noble, Nina (Executive Producer), The Wire. USA: HBO.

The Wire



source: United States Geological Survey

Pruitt-Igoe



„Among the emerging rights is the right to the city (not to the old city, but 
to urban life, to renewed centrality, to places of encounter of exchange, to 
life rhythms and daily routines that allow the full and complete use of these 
moments and places, etc.). The proclamation and implementation of urban 
life as a dominion of use (of exchange and encounter, detached from the 
exchange value) requires the dominion of the economic (of the exchange 
value, the market and the commodity) {...}.“

„Zu den sich herausbildenden Rechten gehört das Recht auf Stadt (nicht auf die alte Stadt, sondern 
auf das städtische Leben, die erneuerte Zentralität, auf Orte der Begegnung des (Aus)tauschs, auf 
Lebensrythmen und Tagesabläufe, die den vollen und vollständigen Gebrauch dieser Augenblicke 
und Orte erlauben, etc.). Die Verkündigung und die Umsetzung des städtischen Lebens als Herrschaft 
des Gebrauchs (des Tauschs und der Begegnung, die vom Tauschwert losgelöst sind) erfordern die 
Beherrschung des Ökonomischen (des Tauschwerts, des Marktes und der Ware) {...}.“

Henri Lefebvre. The Right to the City. (1968)



David Harvey. The Right to the City. 

„{...} cities have arisen through geographical and social concentrations 
of a surplus product. Urbanization has always been, therefore, a class 
phenomenon, surpluses are extracted from somewhere and from 
somebody, while the control over their disbursement typically lies in a few 
hands. This general situation persists under capitalism, of course; but 
since urbanization depends on the mobilization of a surplus product, an 
intimate connection emerges between the development of capitalism and 
urbanization.“



David Harvey. The Right to the City. 

„The right to the city is far more than the individual liberty to access 
urban resources: it is a right to change ourselves by changing the 
city. It is, moreover, a common rather than an individual right since this 
transformation inevitably depends upon the exercise of a collective 
power to reshape the processes of urbanization. The freedom to make 
and remake our cities and ourselves is, I want to argue, one of the most 
precious yet most neglected of our human rights.“



Gentrification describes an upgrading process of urban space and real 
estates in connection with displacement of the previous, socially weaker 
population.

Gentrification is a side effect of the utilization-oriented urban development.

Forms and causes:
- pioneer gentrification
- government rehabilitation and subsidy programs
- tax policy
- demolition of (illegal) settlements

Gentrification



Mapping – Who owns your neighbourhood?



Mapping – Who owns your neighbourhood?

private owner

real estate companies

municipal/ state owned

cooperatives



source: Kevin Lynch. The Image of the city. 1960.



source: Melissa Schultheis, influenced by Guy Debords „The Naked City“



Mapping – Where to look?
www.openstreetmap.org

Athens:
- http://gr-cities.survey.okfn.org/place/athens 
- https://openmaptiles.com/downloads/europe/greece/athens/
- https://geodata.gov.gr/en/group/boundaries
- http://www.rethinkathenscompetition.org/uploads/downloads/athens-gps_eng.jpg
- https://www.athenssocialatlas.gr/en/entries/
- https://www.athenssocialatlas.gr/en/article/real-estate/

Berlin: 
- https://fbinter.stadt-berlin.de/boris/
- www.stadtentwicklung.berlin.de
- https://www.stadtentwicklung.berlin.de/wohnen/wohnatlas/index.shtml
- https://fbinter.stadt-berlin.de/fb/
- https://openmaptiles.com/downloads/europe/germany/berlin/

Leipzig:
- https://www.boris.sachsen.de/
- https://static.leipzig.de/fileadmin/mediendatenbank/leipzig-de/Stadt/02.6_Dez6_Stadtentwicklung_
Bau/61_Stadtplanungsamt/Stadtentwicklung/Flaechennutzungsplan/Flachennutzungsplan_
Stand_01_19.pdf
- https://www.leipzig.de/bauen-und-wohnen/stadtentwicklung/ and https://www.leipzig.de/bauen-und-
wohnen/stadtentwicklung/raumbeobachtung-und-monitoring/monitoring-wohnen/
- https://openmaptiles.com/downloads/europe/germany/leipzig/



Mapping – What to map?

e.g.
- ownership
- land value
- resident structure
- election results
- uses (living, commercial, non-commercial/ cultural / sports club, 
social infrastructure – which shops, clubs, locations etc. are located 
in your neighbourhood?)
- art scene (galleries, collectives, museums, ateliers, workshops, 
schools)



Mapping – How to map?

use e.g.
- hand drawing and writing on transparent paper
- digital, using CAD (e.g. Vectorworks, ArchiCad), Illustrator, 
Photoshop, or similiar

- use a scale if possible (e.g. 1:2000, 1:1000) and note it
- what are the edges of your area?
- keep your map basis



Mapping – Where to map?

Collective Critical Mapping

https://umap.openstreetmap.fr/de/map/a-critical-mapping-
workshop_526008



Athens, Berlin, Leipzig – Who owns the city?
A Critical Mapping Workshop

next date: 4th Dec 2020 / 2pm - 6pm (Leipzig) / 3pm - 7pm (Athens)
send your map(s) until 3rd Dec 2020 / 8pm / 9pm
to dianafelber@gmx.de
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